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Dear Patrons,

To avoid undue disturbance to the performers and other members of the audience, please switch off your mobile phones
and any other sound and light emitting devices before the performance. We also forbid eating and drinking, as well as
unauthorized photography, audio and video recordings in the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Message

Chinese opera is a precious cultural gem with a long history. To promote this traditional form of art, the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department has been organising the Chinese Opera Festival since 2010.

This year's Festival presents ten programmes of eight operatic genres, ranging from the highly popular Peking Opera, Kunqu
Opera, Cantonese Opera and Yue Opera to the exotic regional genres of Liyuan Opera of Fujian, Baizi Opera of Guangdong
Haifeng, Yu Opera of Henan, as well as Dian Opera of Yunnan which is making its debut in Hong Kong. Top-notch artists
from different parts of China will perform a wide repertoire of all-time favourites, demonstrating their superb skills and the
uniqueness of these genres.

Honoured as a national treasure of China, celebrated actress Pei Yanling will be joined by the Peking Opera Research Centre
of Hebei in the opening performance, capturing the essence and origin of traditional Chinese opera with their breathtaking
virtuosity. For Yue Opera the star-studded programme features representatwe works of the four xiaosheng schools (young

: Opera 0 Redrress a Wrong consists of different segments




RERIS
Jingkun Theatre

FILIN19864F © DIRR - EEEHRRBIZMARE - BFRRE AR Y S8R SEHEE
Ty RS MFEERRFEEE "HREZEEE ) A hEEHES (REEEERK) © (R
EXB)  (AMEX) F -  RPARRMFERLAFRBBREATERREREZA T REIEE
2, RENREE (BRESER) MR (KER)  LEREEBRA/NSREER (HRBKRE)
F - 2001520065 - RERIGA R ESERFHITHRERBRSBEREMBRESER  2MNERR
BT "TPERBIZME , MERINE T THREERZME , 2007 FERRAREER "RE, B
SME=E "ERTEESME, - L (GER) —BERS TTEERHIAE, K TREBRER ) [k
BHRBMANE  REFIBRENAES A P NSETHEES - ERERLBEM  21TEEE
REGERERIEREE (RENZA) »ENREIE &M, BEIRE - RERISBAREANS
FRE W ARE  BRHTAZEHMEHO  RMELIRE  BEAE  EXRELEREERNE
SR 2 RAFR SR °




175 EfEIPR

Northern Kunqu Opera Theatre
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Established in 1957, Northern Kunqu Opera Theatre follows a two-pronged path in its artistic pursuit: honouring the traditional
repertory of works, while striving to expand it through reviving and adapting the old, and creating the new on the other. The Theatre
has accumulated a rich acclaim-winning repertory over the years, such as The Peony Pavilion, The Story of the West Chamber and
The Story of the Jade Hairpin. In the last decade or so, the Theatre has staged many original productions such as The Minister's
Son Who Became an Opera Art/st Guan Hanging and Wang Zhaojun. The Theatre has garnered countless awards in Chinese
China, with artists Hong Xuefei, Hou Shaokw Cal Yaoxian, Yang Fengyl L|u
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Wu Song and Pan Jinlian
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Wu Song and Pan Jinlian was originally a play entitied The Story of Heroes written by Shen Jing (1553-1610) of the Ming Dynasty. The
popular excerpts we see today, such as Wu Song Killing the Tiger, The Sister-in-law’s Seduction, Wu Song Taking Leave of His Elder
Brother, Zhang Sanlang’s Infatuation, Seducing Pan Jinlian on the Pretext of Making Clothes, The Phantom Seeking Vengeance and The
Killing of Pan Jinlian have corresponding episodes in Shen’s play, only under different titles. But because of the numerous revisions over
the centuries, the original storyline and the libretto may not be so easily recognizable now. The adaptation for the present production was
written more than a decade ago. It was the result of careful readings of Shen’s original work and with close reference to the productions
of the Northern Kunqu Opera Theatre and the Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe. The characters in Wu Song and Pan Jinlian are not the
stereotypes in Chinese opera, that is to say, instead of the romantic “a young scholar meeting a beautiful young lady”, they are rustic,
plebeian and close to life. This adaptation, therefore, attempts to pare down any of the later mantles to reveal the original portrayals in
Shen'’s version, showing the humanism and foibles as inherent in Man. Wu Song’s uprightness, Pan Jinlian’s boudoir blues, Ximen Qing’s
sly lasciviousness and Wu Da’s cowardice are all given the perspectives as they are due, and come to life on stage. This production had its
first run in 2003, followed by a re-run by popular demand in 2004, and a tour to the China Kunqu Opera Arts Festival in Suzhou in 2006.

Scene One  Wu Song Killing the Tiger and A Hero's Welcome

Wu Song passes by Jingyang Ridge alone and in his inebriated state, he kills a tiger. Upon the recommendation of the Mayor of
Yanggu County, he is appointed the Captain of the Infantry. All decked out, he is given a hero’s welcome by the local people. As
he passes through the streets, he happens to find his elder brother Wu Da (Wu the Elder). The brothers are overjoyed to see each
other again, and happily Wu Song returns to Wu Da’s home to live.




Cast

Wu Song . Hou Shaokui, Wang Feng (Scene Wu Song
Killing the Tiger and A Hero’s Welcome)

Pan Jinlian . Tang Yuen-ha
XimenQing  : Geng Tianyuan

Wu Da . Fan Hui

Madam Wang : Bai Xiaojun

The Tavern Waiter, Zhao Silao : Ma Baowang
Brother Yun  : Liu Wei

Uncle He Jiu @ Xu Naigiang

Official Hu : Cao Wenzhen

Brother Yao Er
The Tiger
Soliders
Hunters

Court Runners :

. Zhang Peng

: Cheng Qianrong

: Gu Feng, Qiao Yang

: Qiao Yang, Cao Longsheng,

Rao Ziwei, Hou Xuelong
Zhang Huan, Zhang Peng,
Xu Naigiang, Cao Wenzhen

: Zhuang Decheng
: Ding Wenxuan
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Lady Zbaojun Departs the Frontier
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This is a challenging performance for actors, requiring them to have a solid grasp of singing, acting and acrobatic agility. The actor in dan
s (female) roles needs to externalise the m|xed emotlons through smglng and actmg W|thout Iosmg her graceful touch. That is why there i sa
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Seeking Shelter for His Son from The Beauty Washing Silk by the River
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The Beauty Washing Silk by the River was written as a chuanggi by Liang Chenyu (~1521 - 1594) of the Ming Dynasty, and was the first
I|bretto speo|f|oally written for Kunqu performanoe Seeking Shelter for His Son describes an emotlonal farewell scene between Wu Z|xu
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Disaster Strikes and The Death of Lady Yang from The Palace of Eternal Life
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FEH S Performers

{%/1>Z Hou Shaokui
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A renowned Kunqu artist specializing in wusheng (military male) roles, Hou Shaokui began his training at the Northern Kungqu Opera
Theatre in 1956. Under the guidance of his father, Kunqu and Peking Opera virtuoso Hou Yongkui, he has mastered the artistic styles
of his father, and is considered as the upholder of the artistic legacy of the Hou stylistic school. He is good at portraying characters of
soldierly and heroic bearing. His signature repertoire includes Lin Chong’s Nocturnal Escape, To the Banquet Armed, Hua Rong Dao, Wu
Song and Pan Jinlian, Escorting Jingniang Thousands of Miles, Bidding Farewell to His Mother and Killed by a Shower of Arrows, Siping
Mountain, Battle at Mount Telong and Subduing Gao Deng at Yanyang Tower. He was the recipient of the 2" Plum Blossom Award for
Chinese Theatre, the Government Special Allowance Award from the State Council of the People’s Republic of China, and is recognized
as a national exponent of Kunqu. He is now the Vice-president of the Chinese Society for Theatre Performance, Honorary Director and
Avrtistic Director of Henan Yu Opera Theatre of Kaifeng City, and a member of the China Theatre Association.
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A master in Kunqu, Cai Zhengren is one of the first graduates of the Shanghai Municipal Chinese Opera Institute. He specializes in
xiaosheng (young civil male) roles and is particularly good at acting as guansheng (male officials) roles. He has studied under Kunqu
masters Yu Zhenfei, Shen Chuanzhi and Zhou Chuanying. His representative repertoire includes Sounding the Bell and Disposing the
Royal Family, Disaster Strikes and The Death of Lady Yang, Welcoming the Statue and Lamenting the Statue, Li Bai Writing in an Inebriated
State, Witnessing the Slaughter, Seeing His Mother, Pretending to be Jealous, and Footsteps on the Snow. He has also appeared as
a leading role in full-length operas such as The Palace of Eternal Life, The Story of the Lute, The Story of the Horse Trader, The Peony
Pavilion, The Legend of the White Snake, Misunderstandings Caused by a Kite, A Chain of Schemes, Ban Zhao, and The Peach Blossom
Fan. Cai Zhengren has received numerous awards including the 4" Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre, the Leading Performer
Award at the Bai Yulan Performing Arts Awards for Shanghai Theatre, the Honor Award for Performance at the 1% China Kunqu Opera
Arts Festival, the 1% Baogang Beaux Arts Award, the Special Honorary Award at the 4" China Kunqu Opera Arts Festival, the 13" Wenhua
Performance Award (top of the honour roll), and the Special Award for Outstanding Literature and Art Talents presented by the Shanghai
Literature and Art Talents Foundation. He is now an executive board member of the China Kunqu Research Institute, Director of the China

Theatre Association, the Vice-chairman of the Shanghai Theatre Association, and an adjunct professor of the Arts Faculty of the University
of Shanghai.
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A renowned Peking Opera and Kunqu artist in Hong Kong, Tang Yuen-ha has studied under Yu Zhenfei, a legendary figure of Kunqu and
Peking Opera, received martial art training from famous wudan (military female) Zhang Meijuan, and mastered the artistic styles of Cao
Hewen, Yao Chuanxiang and Chen Zhengwei. Her performance is fresh, lively and refined, and she is known for her ability to portray
female roles of different types and with different characters. Her signature works include mixed Kunqu and Peking Opera performance of The

Legend of the White Snake; Kunqu Opera The Peony Pavilion, The Story of the Jade Hairpin, Wu Song and Pan Jinlian, Double Meeting,

Disaster Stnkes and The Death of Lady Yang, and The Marrlage Proposal, and Pek|ng Opera The Great Heroine, The House Wulong, Jin
i i v ang v [ : om Award for Chinese Theatre; and in 2001
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A National Class One Performer and a member of the China Theatre Association, Geng Tianyuan is currently the director, actor and
instructor of the Jingkun Theatre. He graduated from the Academy of Chinese Traditional Theatre in 1971, specializing in sheng (male)
roles. In his career in Chinese theatre, Geng has been an artist playing the leading role, a theatre company director and a director. He
is versatile in playing a varied repertoire of different roles, and can depict the personality and feelings of the characters in a meticulous
way. His artistic endeavours cover Peking Opera, Kunqu Opera, Xiang Opera, Cantonese Opera, drama, dance and film. In recent years,
he has revived, adapted and directed an admirable range of productions including Kunqu Opera Pursuing the Dream and The Portrait
from The Peony Pavilion, and Wu Song and Pan Jinlian; Peking Opera The House Wulong, Jin Yunu and The Great Heroine; Xiang Opera
The Rabbit; and Cantonese Opera The Wooden Hairpin. In 1995, Geng won the Class One Award for Directing in Shandong; in 1996,
he received the Best Director Award at the 6" Wenhua Awards presented by the Ministry of Culture; and in 2007, he won the Best Actor

Award at the 3" Festival of Traditional Chinese Opera in Paris. In 2012, he graduated with distinction of Master of Arts in Chinese Culture at
the Hong Kong Polytechnic University.

FEEE Wang Liyuan
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Wang Liyuan is an outstanding young artist in the Northern Kunqu Opera Theatre. She graduated from the
Kungu Opera Class of Beijing Xiqu Art Vocational College, specializing in guimendan (high-born, unmarried
female) roles. She has studied under renowned artists Zhang Yuwen, Qin Shaoyu, Zhang Xunpeng, Shen Shihua, Kong Zhao, Gu Fengli

and Zhou Xuewen. Her repertoire includes Wandering in the Garden, Yearning for the World, The Broken Bridge, Lady Zhaojun Departs the
Frontier, A Dream that Never Ends, Water Combats from The Jingshan Temple, Romance of The West Chamber, and Wang Zhaojun.

F $& Wang Feng
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Wang Feng received training at the Department of Performing Arts of the National Academy of Chinese Theatre
Arts. He is a student of the famous veteran Kunqu artist, Hou Shaokui, and is specializing in wusheng (military male) roles. Before that,
he started his training at the age of eight under such famous teachers as Yu Chunbin, Fu Mingsen, Huang Wenquan, Han Fusheng,
Ma Yuzhang, Liu Fusheng, Yang Changxiu, Lu Suosen et al. On completion of his elementary training he was further coached by Hou
Shaokui, Hou Changzhi, Li Yusheng and Yang Shaochun. He is known for his performance in The Pulley, Battle at Mount Tielong, Battles

in Kunyang, The Capture of Shi Wengong, The Death of Yang Zaixing at River Xiaoshang, The Incident at Elegant Vista Mansion, Lin
Chong’s Nocturnal Escape, The Nightwatch and the full version of The Story of Heroes.
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Ma Baowang is a National Class One Performer with the Northern Kunqu Opera Theatre, a member of the China Theatre Association,
and was among the fourth batch of graduates from the Advanced Course for Outstanding Young Performers in Peking Opera in China.
He trained at the National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts, specializing in chou (comic) roles in Peking Opera and Kunqu, and was
among the Academy’s first class of graduates. His teachers included Peking Opera and Kunqu virtuosi such as Xiao Shengxuan, Zhang
Jinliang, Wang Ronghan, Niu Biao, Liu Yilong, Zhou Shicong and Fan Jixin. He is acclaimed for his performance in Running away from the
Nunnery, Autumn River, The Drunken Messenger, A Meeting of Heroes, The Trial of a Decapitated Head and The Assassination of Tang
Qin and Going beyond the Northern Border. He won a Performance Award at the Selected Performances by Young Actors in Chinese
Opera in Beijing City in 1993. It was followed by an Outstanding Performance Award at the All China Artistic Exchange Showcase of
Young Performers in Kunqu Opera in 1994 and a Hong Xuefei Encouragement Award in 1998. In 2002, he was nominated for an Award
for Promoting Kunqu Opera jointly presented by UNESCO and the Ministry of Culture of the People’s Republic of China. He won an
Outstanding Actor Award at the 3 All China Variety Show for Ethnic Minority Groups in 2006.
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Fan Hui trained at the Beijing Opera Art’s College, and is a National Class Two Performer at the Northern Kunqu
Opera Theatre, specialized in chou (comic) roles. He was trained under Wang Baozhong, Zhang Jidie and Zhou Shicong. He is acclaimed
for his performance in A Novice Monk and a Young Nun Revoking Their Vows, Wu Song Killing the Tiger and A Hero’s Welcome from The
Story of Heroes, Capturing Sanlang Alive from Yan Xijiao, Finding the Rat and Fortune Telling from Fifteen Strings of Cash etc. In 1993,
he won an Outstanding Performance Award at the Beijing ‘Fengyi Cup’ Accreditation Showcase for Young Performers in Chinese Opera.
In the same year, he represented China at the first World Clown Congress. The following year, he won an Orchid Award for Outstanding
Performance at the first Exchange Showcase for Young Actors in Kunqu Opera.
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Zhang Huan trained at the Beijing Opera Art’s College, and is currently a young member on the cast of
the Northern Kunqu Opera Theatre, specialized in chou (comic) roles. His teachers include Fang Rongci,
Tian Dongwen, Jin Guangyao, Zhang Yongsheng, Wang Baozhong, Tian Xinguo, Liu Yilong, Lu Kunshan et al. He is acclaimed for his
performance in Leaving the Monastery from A Sea of Sins, Humiliating Qin Hui from The Story of Yue Fei, Catching Sanlang Alive from The
Water Margin, Going Beyond the Great Wall from The Tomb of Wang Zhaojun, Assassinating Liang from The Joy. of the Fishing Folks, The
Gossipy Plump Girl from Journey to the West, The Beggar Who Picks up Gold on the Street, and Fifteen Strings of Cash.
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Artistic Director : Tang Yuen-ha

Production Administration : Geng Tianyuan, Cao Ying
Stage Manager : Tian Xinguo, Cao Wenzhen
Formatting of Surtitle : Lau Lai-lai

Drum : Gao Jun®, Zhuang Decheng, Zhang Hang
Dizi : Qian Yin*, Li Wenli, Ding Wenxuan

Sheng : Guo Zongping

Erhu : Zhang Xuemin, Zhang Mingming
Zhongruan : Zhang Fangfei

Pipa : Hou Ju
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Thanks for attending “Chinese Opera Festival 2014 — Jingkun Theatre”. If you have any comments on this performance or general views on the
LCSD Chinese opera programmes, please write it down on this page and drop it in the collection box at the entrance. You are also welcome to write

to us by e-mail at cp2@Icsd.gov.hk or fax it to 2721 2019.

Your valuable opinion will facilitate our future planning of Chinese opera programmes. Thank you.

[129/8 (FFri) 7:30pm [130/8 (7<Sat) 7:30pm

BEEZNTEMTRMERE (TRE2E)

Chinese operatic genre you admire ( you can choose more than one item ):

L1 x® B Peking Opera [LIE B Kunqu Opera [] B Cantonese Opera
[ ] # Bl Yue Opera [ ] & Bl chiuChowOpera [ ] EABBEIFE Others (553X Please specify)



i H Programme

b % 8- H Opening Programme
] 6 2 5t R 254G F 7€ B

Peking Opera Research Centre of Hebei

B R Y O /0 HE: i O B

Four Stylistic Schools of Xizosheng Roles
in Yue Opera

P BB (HEE%)
A New Cantonese Opera
Investigation to Redress a Wrong

TR ERE VKRB

Reverberating Notes from South China
Highlights of the Eight Classic Pieces

WL &5 R RIE

Zhejiang Yongjia Kunqu Opera Troupe

ESURSRLY NG

Yunnan Dian Opera Theatre

o A K )

Experimental Theatre of Liyuan Opera of Fujian

Ji 2 SRR 1 R

Haifeng Baizi Opera Troupe of Guangdong

0 R e - 1

No.2 Troupe of Yu Opera Theatre of Henan

HERG

Jingkun Theatre

7 ) Enquiries
i H  Programme 2268 7325

27 W ;
EJ% Reservation:

{5 F & credit card : 2111 5999

H M Date

20-22/6

25-28/6

29/6

4-6/7

8-9/7

30-31/7

17-19/7

22-23/7

25-27/7
26-27/7

2-3/8

12-13/8

29-30/8

WS Ticketing : 3761 6661

B¢ Time

7:30pm

7:30pm

7:30pm

7:30pm

7:30pm

7:30pm

7:30pm

7:30pm

7:30pm
2:30pm

7:30pm

7:30pm

7:30pm

48 k. internet : www.urbtix.hk

Wb Venue
b D R Bl B
Grand Theatre,

Hong Kong Cultural Centre

& VYN
Grand Theatre,
Hong Kong Cultural Centre

LS IN RSB

Auditorium,
Tsuen Wan Town Hall

i3 1R 455 18 e

Theatre, Ko Shan Theatre

il i+t 3% e 20 e

Theatre, Yau Ma Tei Theatre

K &A%

Auditorium, Sha Tin Town Hall

i i A A e 8 ot

Theatre, Yau Ma Tei Theatre

et N ]

Theatre, Hong Kong City Hall

il R 5k o 12 1

Theatre, Yau Ma Tei Theatre

i LR 453 1R e

Theatre, Ko Shan Theatre

%% v I Bt i 2

Auditorium, Kwai Tsing Theatre

EBRE R EBE

Auditorium,
Tsuen Wan Town Hall
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www.cof.gov.hk



